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SUBJECT: GOS CONCERN OVER MOROCCAN, SAHARAN DEVELOPMENTS 

1 . IN CONVERSATION WITH EMBASSY OFFICERS, MFA ACTING 
MINISTER FOR NORTH AFRICAN AFFAIRS REFERRED TO ' FRENCH 
INTELLIGENCE SERVICE" REPORTS OF MOROCCAN TROOP MOVEMENTS 
(BY IMPLICATION, A BUILDUP) IN THE TINDOUF AREA. THE 
ALLEGED MOROCCAN ACTION WAS SEEN AS STIMULATED BY A 
SUCCESSFUL POLISARIO ATTACK SEPT 1 1 IN TARFAYA, WHICH 
THE OFFICIAL CITED AS EVIDENCE OF CONTINUING AND EVEN 
GROWING POLISARIO CAPABILITY. HE ADDED THAT THE FRENCH 
REPORTS COINCIDED WITH A SPANISH INTELLIGENCE ASSESSMENT, 
BUT THAT THE SPANISH EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON HAD BEEN 
INSTRUCTED TO OBTAIN DEPARTMENT VIEWS. MFA, HE SAID, 

FEARED THAT MOROCCAN RESTRAINT IN DEALING WITH POLISARIO 
MAY HAVE REACHED ITS LIMIT. ACCORDING TO GOS SOURCES 
IN WESTERN SAHARA, POLISARIO HAS APPROXIMATELY 3,000 
INSURGENTS WHO HAVE DEMONSTRATED CAPABILITY TO HOLD 
OUT IN DESERT AND HARASS APPROX. 20,000 MOROCCAN 
TROOPS. 
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2. ON RELATED TOPICS, THE OFFICIAL NOTED THAT THE 
MEETING IN THE CANARY ISLANDS SEPT 17 BETWEEN SPANISH 
FOREIGN MINISTER OREJA AND MAURITANIAN FOREIGN MINISTER 
MOUKNASS WAS THE RESULT OF MAURITANIAN INSISTENCE WHICH 
HAD ORIGINALLY URGED THAT OREJA GO TO NOUAKCHOTT. 
MAURITANIA, THE MFA OFFICIAL ADDED, WAS EVIDENTLY 
FEELING ITS CONDITION AS THE WEAK PARTNER WITH MOROCCO 
IN WESTERN SAHARA, A WEAKNESS OF WHICH POLISARIO AND ALGIERS 
WERE EVIDENTLY AWARE. WHILE IN THE CANARIES, THE OFFICIAL 
SAID, OREJA WOULD USE THE MEETINGS WITH THE PRESS TO SEEK 
TO EASE CANARIAN FEELINGS OF NEGLECT AND VULNERABILITY 
FOLLOWING THE SPANISH PULLOUT OF THE SAHARA. 
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